Curnock: Deciduous Molar buried in Lower Jaw surface of the lower first molar, and an enamel crown being felt, it was decided to have an X-ray photograph taken. This shows the second deciduous molar in position, with an amalgam filling on its crown surface. It is buried deeply under the gum, with the second premolar underneath it. The interesting part= of this case is the fact that the disappearance of this tooth was so gradual and painless that, although the patient had been to her dentist every three months since she was quite a child, the condition was never suspected. Another interesting fact is the position of the apex of the premolar.
I take it that either the tooth was depressed, first of all By the eruption of the six-year-old molar, and later on by the pressure of the first premolar, or else it has remained at the level at which it erupted, and has been gradually covered over by the permanent teeth and gum.
The patient at the present time has no pain, but having had a similar case in which there was severe inflammation around the unerupted deciduous molar, which took some considerable time to get well, I think that this case should be treated, as infection will sooner or later spread from the pocket on the mesial surface of the lower first molar, and cause a very severe osteitis of the body of the mandible.
The treatment I suggest is to take out, under gas and oxygen, given intranasally, the lower first molar, the deciduous molar and possibly the first premolar, the second premolar being left to erupt of its own accord.
I have also the radiograph of a very similar case which I saw twelve months ago, which suppurated badly. In this case, did the deciduous molar erupt and was it pushed down by the permanent teeth, or did it never erupt at all?
